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BATTLE C
By LAURENCE HILLS.

special Correspondence to The Nkw York k
Herald.
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Copvripht, 1921. by Tub Xew York Herald
Sew York Herald Hurenit.

Paris, Dee. 15. i
WITH the peace treaty less than

three years old Sarrebruek and
surrounding territory of the

Sarre is to-day in a plight that cannot be

duplicated probably elsewhere in the world.
It is suffering from a plague of money and |
a pest ul i'urtuiuioiQ,
Under a clause in the Sarre chapter of I

the treaty, whoee consequences were

among the many unforeseen at Paris, the
franc, under the impulse of the French
Government, has Invaded the Sarre and is
battling with the mark. The Sarre has
iIiub two legal currencies, whose disparity
iaily grows worse, two standards of wages
and two classes among its inhabitants.
the mark earners and the francs.arrayed
against each other. The result is an economicconfusion without a precedent, and
a social disease that the League of Nations
will have a hard time in curing unless
radical steps are taken. ^
The most curious manifestation of this

economic distortion is seen in the horde of
purchasers which have been pouring into
the city since the mark began rapidly to
fall. Perhaps half of them come from Lorraine,thirty minutes' train ride away and
which, like the Sarre. was once part of the
German Empire and economic system. The
other half of the multitude which is dally
battling to get into the stores and banks
until life is made miserable for the clerks
is that part of the Sarre population which
IN iit*in* p«iu in iimim. 11 IN iiie latter

element which makes the situation in the
rfarre far different from that of the other
German towns contiguous to France since
the mark fell and buyers from France
poured in.

Crowding Into the Towns
To Change Francs Into Mark&+

The Sarre itself has a population of over

700,000 people and Sarrebruck 150,000.
With these the thousands daily coming
from France to change their francs into
marks the stores are unable to cater to
the crowds.
The people from France are coming by

train and wagon road. Some even creep
through trails in the forest along the frontiershoping to get in and out again with
the goods they buy without paying the customs.By !) o'clock the sidewalks are irn- p
passable, while in the banks men and worn- r

en fight to get at the counters, where per- t
spiring clerks are trying to hand out '

bushel baskets of 'marks in return for
francs. They are nice, new, crisp marks. <'<
fresh from the German printing presses. G
while-the francs are dirty beyond descrip- T
tion. Carrying their armloads of marks
i lie people rush from the banks to the of
stores to buy the goods at the present Ger- tt
man prices before the storekeepers have a tt
chance to mark them up to fit any new hi
drop in the mark. ac

Overwhelmed by the crowds frequently N
the larger stores nave had to close at 2 8>

o'clock In the afternoon, while the salesgirlsare carried out half fainting from 88

exhaustion. It is there where the pathos ^th
romes in. For these girls earn between 30Jicc
and 40 marks a day, less than 20 cents, 111

while they wait on friends and neighbors
inrtunate to be working for the mines, the «

metal industries or the public service on
the French basis.
On the German basis a stenographer in

a business office gets 1,800 markB a month, th
Across the street her girl friend in the in
mining administration of the French Gov- er
ernment gets francs in her pay envelope fa
for the same kind of work, which she to
changes into, say, 8,000 marks for the m
month. This is why many old friends do w
not speak In Sarrebruck and why one class ri
meets to' denounce the invasion of the th
franc while the other class meets to de- w
nounce those who denounce their franc th
wages. ai

Recently a monster petition was circu- tu
luted and carried to Geneva by many of "r
the business men, declaring that if this con- w
dition dontinued the territory was heading
straight into economic ruin. In support of
them the mark earners held a mass meet- (j,
hig three weeks ago attended, according to ja
the German papers, by 40,000 people. Im- Rf
mediately afterward 30,000 "francs" got to- ^
aether and protested at what the "marks"
were trying to do to ruin their prosperity, jr,
Meanwhile the Sarre Commission governingthis strange territory in the name of j-,a
the league confesses itself helpless because clj
of the treaty. w

Last August France
Decided to Pay in Francs

The trouble began in August a year ago. fr
This was when the French Government. re
to whom the mines had been turned over pj
by the treaty and whpse administration is m
entirely outside of the governing coinmision.decided to pay the 70,000 coal miners m
in francs. Some say the motive was en- se
tirely political; that it was intended as a j.
-ubtle piece of propaganda aimed at mak- co
tig the territory French by the time the W)
ileliiscite is taken twelve years hence. The 8p
French authorities say that it was prompted
hiefly hy bookkeeping reasons; that, the ar
Sarre coal was being sold in francs and fD
hence wages should he paid In francs. For (|.
in creating this curious territory under the
league without giving it a nationality like ca
Luxemburg, for example, the peacemakers re
had kept the German currency system, but H
it the same time had not expressly Inter- jp
dieted the Introduction of the franc. It P(.
was not so bad when it started, but as the
franc rose and the mark declined the situ- 8n
atlon gradually became worse. In January \y
the 30,000 workers in the metal Industries, th
unable to endure the sight of their franc 8p
anting compatriots, struck and secured (;(
the franc. In May the railroads and post
office workers did the same thing. p0
Then the Sarre Commission, having Pi

agreed to pay wages in francs, decided to
require that all railroad charges should cb
lie paid In francs by the mark earning ele of
meat. This caused the commission to b* of
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enounced as secretly'abetting the French
overnment's introduction of the franc,
h^ commission put the railroad budget
i francs, but has kept the general budget
the territory In marks. In September

le commission sought to do the same

ling with respect to taxes. This would
ive probably meant the complete suprem:yof the franc. But a trifle more than
ilf of the town protested. The commisonlaid it all naturally on the instability
the mark. The people of these towns

ild they were Germans and the mark was
leir money and ruin would follow. The
immission desisted then, and there the
atter stands.

lore Than 120,000 Workers

Getting Their »Pay in Francs
With the miners, the metal workers and
le public service employees getting wages
francs there are now 120,000 wage earnsgetting francs. Figuring the average
mlly one of four persons one-half of the
tal Sarre population has been made into
oney changers and is now filled with the
lid excitement of watching the mark
se or fall. Little children gamble on
le streets in exchange. So do the houseives.The butcher and the grocer and
le department store are paid in marks
id the market basket for the franc class
rns on the day's exchange, while for the
narks" it remains the same or grows
orse.

wun one-nan or nine more on me mam
isis the storekeepers do not dare to send
eir prices up too much beyond the regurGerman level. Having bought all their
>ods in Germany they can afford" to do
lis with their present stocks, and with
irdes coming to buy are making fortunes,
or the French across the frontier the city
is become a paradise of bargains. The
irgains are better if one can elude the
istoms guard and get back to France
Ithout paying duties.
For those who go by railroad this is imissible.At Forbach, on the frontier of
orraine, long trains every hour coming
om Sarrebruck empty themselves of those
turning with their purchases. The peoeare herded into pens, while the French,
addened by the empty stores at Metr. and
her French towns, often compel the reovalof overcoats, shoes and stockings to
e whether they bear Sarre marks. That
why the Lorrainer with a German overatbought at Sarrebruck for $10 which
mm mivtt cum in in fou in p'rsnce, nam.

oes, kitchen utensils and other thing*
match la tempted to ateal out by night

id by obscure wagon road through the
rests get back to France without paying
ity.
Before the peace makers got to work and
rved the Barre mining and industrial
gion out of Germany and made it Into
f<eague of Nations State without a namalstatus the Sarre was a nice little
onomlc entity, Its Industries linked up to
} poal fields and its economic life closely
Rociated with that of Lorraine and the
estphalian industrial area. A replica of
e Pittsburgh district of Pennsylvania, its
pel works were branches of the great
rman steel works like the Krupps.
What was not sold In Germany was exirtedthrough Antwerp by the Germans,
actically nothing went to Franco.
As In Alsace and Lorraine, all this has
anged. Tf the retail stores have a plague
buyers the once flourishing industries
ths territory are suffering from ths
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reverse. PInduction is estimated to-d
at about 70 per cent., to be sure, but i

cording to some estimates 50 per cent,
this is on stuck, simply because, as in L<
raine and Alsace, the industries cann

compete with German products, becau
their labor and fuel costs are now
francs. And no orders are coming frc
France to take the place of the Germ
orders. This is why the real Sarreoise h
6een in the introduction of the franc ai
the fictitious prosperity of halt of the p<
ulation an approaching economic cati
trophe. This is why many of the r«

Sarre business men have petitioned to t
League Council directly to stop the fra
or see the experiment of a league St«
become the laughing stock of the wor
And this is why even some of the workii
men are beginning to balance their pay c

velopes of francs against a prospecti
paralysis of industry, knowing what tl
would cost them in the end.
Behind much of this lies the French (

sire to make the Sarre German, though
is economically French, and if possil
politically, by the time the plebiscite com
around, fifteen years from the date of t
treaty. The people will have then t

Japan Coml
OI..D masters and real estate are almc

the only assets left to aristocrat
families of Central Rurope, ai

while both are held at top prices the r

duced nobility count on relieving their nece

sities of the present and providing for a

other rainy day.their recent ill fortune h
made them pessimistic.they are canvassli
every opportunity to sell the pictures wht
have hung In their galleries for two ce

turles or longer.
This does not mean that the salesr'oot

are to he flooded with celebrated picture
Count This or That or Mme. So and So mi

not t>e good business persons, hut they a

wise enough to know that this course wot

bo suicidal. No; they consent after due It
portunity to take down one or two pictur
and part with them for fabulous prices, ai

before doing this much they like to be a

sured that there is a big buyer ready
make the turnover.
Thus it happens that a few great pi

tures never exhibited except to intlma
friends have reached museums and priv«
galleries, where they will he no longer t

eluded, ami this may be counted among t
few beneficial things wrought by the war.
The existence of such pictures has alwa

been known to art connoisseurs and
others who take delight In poring over cat
logues. They have all been listed and thi
merits discussed In a kind of guesswo
way, for not In all Instances have the cat
logue makers or the connoisseurs actual
seen the pictures.

In Russia. In the Davidoff, Oxhotehlnsk
Htrogonoff and YoussoupolT palaces it
known that there are fine examples of Rer
brandt.as fine, it is reported, as the bf
that are familiar of this dependable artl
In the great public galleries. Othei^ artls
especially of the later Italian school, a

some of the earlier masters like Hotttcel
are hanging In these silent and desert
palaces while their -ownera are starving
the European capitals, where they were to
tunate enough to flee after the revolutionItmust be maddening for a Russian
the dead and gone regime to know that
he could but get ona of these pictures o
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MARKS UP!
Fight of Currency Has Prodi
lse increase in smuggling.
rs and Much 111 Feeling Re
1 Is a Leagvie of Nations An
ies on the bridge, over the Sarre River, tha
French troops and customs men.
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ay choice of going back to Germany, of join- one
tc- ing France or continuing their present men
of peculiar status under the league. To-day Ei
>r- the French would seem to have about one Frei
lot chance out of ninety-nine of turning these port
tse people politically into French citizens. Alsa
in Even the workingmen will tell you that in
>m getting paid in francs does not make them talis
an Frenchmen. The real Sarreoise business edly
as man or laborer will Insist that he is a Ger- to t
nd man and- must remain so. Also on the stati
>p- present results of the league experiment of 01
is- he does not want to be an internationalist facti
sal forever. you
he the
nc People Loyal to Germany coal

See Only Temporary Detachment Frei
Id. hold
ng By and large the people seem to be thor- you
sn- oughly German and to consider themselves coul
ve only temporarily detached from that coun- napi
»ls try. the

But if the people themselves seem to be T<
le- more or less resistant up to date to the exac

it French the same cannot be said of the in C
>le German capitalists. They have sold to the grea
ies French 60 per cent, of their holdings al-. The
he most throughout the whole steel and iron a da
he industry. The biggest works, with only 7 frt

Ding the World
>st of Russia and find a purchaser for It he "Mai
[ic might again on the proceeds resume his for- knot

mer life of elegant ea«e. clrct
n< But to get anything out of Russia these coun
'e" days is difficult and it Is particularly diffi- cult
is- cult to abstract a rolled up canvas. The Rapl

most Ignorant of the Workingmen's Quard Th
who watch these suspicious places would be crs

M sure to fear danger from such a roll. He appe
ng would take a Rubens, Rembrandt or an on.

ch Italian primitive for something seditious like plcti
n_v a map. and either destroy It or send the duce

picture,and its bearer to his overhead com- sess<

mlssary, where the fate of both is not cond
ns doubtful. suits
is; Nevertheless, since the control of Genlne inglj

uovnrnl Imnnrt'ini r»lr»tiiri»u orn Itnnwn to tlirni
ay ....

have been smuggled out of Russia. Baron anot
,rc Schlechlng since 1918 has added a Botticelli Mi
''** to his collection In Paris which waa whisked lery
11- out of St. Petersburg rolled up In an old houa
PS rug. Other pictures even more famous have of*tl

been carried to Italy and England and sold, his in But these were the choice of various Im- a co
ts- portant collections In Moscow. fact,
to Undoubtedly the sudden appearance of a co;

these pictures and others from 'Berlin and the
Vienna la due to exactly tho same reason Dutc
that prompted the nobles ofWlie late Czar's gallr
court to risk everything. Including execu- been

,te tlon, to get control of their own property, W
|p* and that was the urgent need to turn them so n

Into cash. It probably answers also a ques- idea."
tlon that has been raised ever since the war the

V about where the great shipping merchant of And
t0 Japan, K. Matsuknta. who In these years lives
a- / has been buying old masters, got his jf it
dr pictures. tuna
** In less than four years Matsukata, who Is to b<
a" a son of Marquis Matsukata, ox-Premlsr of flat
fly Japan, has succeeded In, acquiring about Mi

1,000 works of art, including nearly 300 attei
!>' famous pictures, and where they came from a se

puzzled the experts for a time. The pur- than
n- chaser Is as secretive as most Japanese And nssts
'st tho dealers with whom he had connections Th
1st were not communicative either. coun
ts. Nevertheless, If It were true, as hss been deal*
nd reported, that he had obtained posseaslon of And
111, a famous Raphael or an equally famous with
ed Titian, tho fact could not be long concealed, menl
In The great Italian painter of tha Renaissance tholr
ir- waa prolific, It Is true, but his paintings In

were sought by monarchs and Popes while thou
of he was working In his first manner and colic
If under tho Influence of his only master, suth
ut ©very pointing, therefore, from his first the

I.
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exception, are now under the manage
t of French capitalists.
ftcouraged by the French Government,
ich capital has gone into the Sarre proionatelymore than into Lorraine 01

ce.

thus encouraging the French capitathe French Government undouhtwasinspired for one thing by desire
ake advantage of the present Sarre
as and deprive Germany in the future
tie of her former great munition manuiiringcentres. The Germans will tell
that they were obliged to sell out to
French because they knew with the
and Lorraine ore in French hands the
ich for fifteen years had a strangle
on their business. Also they will tell
that they, if not the French capitalists.
a loresee exacwy wuui was suing iu

>en and wanted the French to carry
bag.
>-day a ton of coal in the Sarre coBts
tly four times what a ton of coal coats
lermany, yet the Sarre is one of the
test coal mining regions in Europe,
miner in the Sarre is paid 20 francs
y, while the miner in the Ruhr is paid
inc.B. The Lorraine ore must be bought

for Rare /
donna" to the "Transfiguration" was
vn to the world of art, which was then
imseribed to a few patrons and a few
[tries. It would have been very diffltopalm off on this little world a spurious
tiael. %
l»rn lu i>ruol <n h n nln». nf o ,-l ,1nn 1

when a purchaser like this .Japanese
ars. The pleasure of the hunt is then
The dealers know exactly where great
ires are, and they know. too. what lnmentsmust be used to get their posersto part with them. The present
itlon of the money market of tho world
the art condition as they would willmakeit. Now, if ever, the great plc*will travel from one private gallery to

her.
itsukata Intends to build n suitable galona plateau of Toklo In which to
ie the art he has bought for benefit
le Japanese people. Tn It he will show
>lctures, pottery, sculpture and tapestry,
rnpleto assortment of Western art. In
his purpose is to make the exhibition

mplete resume of our art, embracing all
schools.early Italian, Renaissance,

h, Oermnn. French and English. The
ry and collection will cost him. it has
estimated, more than $5.000,000.
hat will the Japanese think of this art,
nysterlous, so puzzling to men who*>
i of what constitutes art are as far a
poles apart from our Western Ideas?
if they truly admit this art into their
will It destroy their own beautiful art?
dirt the result would be most unforte;the world might continue physically

s round liko an orange, but It would bo
enough in interest.
r. Matsukata Is In this country now,
idlng the conference at Washington tn
mi-ofilcial position, and there is more
one big art dealer keen to meet and

it him in the formation of his gallery,
ere are several historic pictures In this
try in private collections which the
>rs are wllltng to bring to his attention,
they have a list all drawn up for him
the very figures attached by the paytof which Mr. Matsukata can become
owner.
this list is a "Morning" by Paul Potter,
ght to be a replica of the canvas in the
ction of Count. Czernin, and several
enllc examples of the little masters of
Netherland school. There is also a

IE SARRE
on the same basis. Germany as a result
ran sell her products in the Sarre for less
than it costs the Sarr^ factories to produce
the same articles. The French capitalists
to-day have gigantic steel factories on tb«ir
hands, they cannot sell their products to
the Germans and cannot sell their prod-
uctB to the French, because with the Lorraineindustries added to France the
French have a surplus of steel products
.which they in turn cannot sell in the Sarre
or in Germany.

"It is the most complicated situation
which exists in the world," sa:ld R. D.
Waugh, the Canadian member of the Sarre
Government, who is the Finance Minister
of this queer State. "As fast as we gat out
of one dilemma we run into another. The
commission is not to blame. We could not
stop the French Government from paying
its miners in francs and we cannot Btop

< the German Government from inflating
and pushing down the mark. Take away
the francs from the Sarre and you would
perhaps have a revolt on the part of those
who get them. Push out the marks and
you undeniably put the industries here in
a worse position than they are in competingwith the German market We have
got our budget on a sound basis despite
this confusion, hut tne money promem is

still unsettled."
"We do not demand that the wages shall

all be paid In marks again," said Dr. Jacob,
head of the Chamber of Commerce. "We
know that this might lead to trouble. We
merely ask that the franc invasion be
stopped where It Is. Otherwise we are

heading into an economic catastrophe. The
French have pursued the wrong policy,
which will ruin them and ourselves as well.
We have asked the League Council tor help
us and save us from ruin before it is too
late. It is up to them."
The French believe all this will adjust

itself at the end Of two years, when the
Sarre comes completely under the French
customs ring. Up till then German goods
can enter the Sarre free, which to some
extent accounts for the present conditions.
Including the Sarre in the French customB.
the French believe, will tie It up economicallyto France, drive out the marks and
influence vitally the ultimate plebiscite.
A majority of the Sarreoise fear things
will then be worse than better. Already
they see the cost of things rising, and with
practically all business ended with Ger
many they fear they will be left without
customers.
Every French engineer and superinten

dent in the mines and factories taken over
from the Germans is of course a mission
;try in the French cause. The French have
no authority beyond the management of
the industries, but undeniably this will permitthem to exercise in the next twelve
years a powerful influence. The French
have even introduced schools of their own
in some of the towns, but the total attendonnaia laac thun 1 900 OutaiHn nf tlin

French officials virtually nobody in the
Sarre knows a word of French, and there
\s no keenness shown to acquire It.

Just how this queer state of things is
going to end nobody knows. One finds in
the Sarre not only the franc but the French
army. This army is there not because the
Sarre is occupied territory under the treaty
like the contiguous part of Germany, but
because, not having Its own army, the
league invited the French to come in and
preserve order at the time the new regime
started. And it has stayed ever since. In
October part of the troops in the Sarre
towns were Moroccans. Many of the Sarreolsedo not take kindly to this.
The Sarre Commission holds to the view

that it is cheaper for the Sarre to have
the French army than to have its own army.
But even francs and the French troops cannotmake the Sarre French against its will.
To-day, three years after the peace, it gives
every indication of remaining solidly Ger
man, prosperity or no prosperity.

Vrt Treasures
Nicolas Poussin available, and among the
Italians arc paintings by Botticelli, «l'rimatlecloand Battista Dosso. Later and po-hapsbetter accredited pictures by Italian
painters are works by Canaletto, Carracl
and Caravagglo.
Two Rembrandts have been acquired r<

eontlyin Holland by a New York dealer and
are here, but have not been shown. It Is safe
to assume they will be shown to Mr. Matsukataif he shows any disposition to see them
One of these is a life sleo figure palatini;
which is typical of the Hembrondt manner
about 1660. This picture is said to have
como from the same source in Amsterdam
which furnished Mr. -\ltman with one of hi
finest examples of this master.
That there may be a surprising turnover

of famous pictures in Vienna is more than
probable. Already the dealers here have
been approached by Austrian dealers who
profess to be able to sell certain pictures
which have been the crowning glory of small
collections in thAt city.
A Rubens and two portraits by t'arrepo

de Miranda, the Charles II. and the spectre
like Donna Maria Anna, are Included amour
these possible transactions.
Prom Berlin comes a vague offering of a

picture or two of the Hchwelzcr collection,
while Budapest will, It Is said, part with t

Madonna of the Raphael school.
If one were to believe all the art gossip

Koine about It would seem that If so many
Rembrandts, Rubens and Botticelli pictures
were to change owners these famou- pic
lures might be acquired cheaply. Count
Tarnowskl, who sold paintings to th" late
II. C. Prick, la In the market, so they say.
with several pictures of great value.

Mr. Henry K. Huntington, who recently
became the owner of Gainsborough's "Blue
Hoy," is almost the only American who now
might be interested In tho chance to buy a

world famous picture. A new generation
of Morgans, Pricks, Altaians and He&rns
has yet to appear.
The Japanese Matsukata Is not one of

this class. His fancy Is too various. He
bougni in i-nris last summer a numner o

paintings, hut, while they Included a few
names like Tenters and Van Dyck. the bulk
of his purchases were modern paintings. Ha
has a taste for impressionism and became
the owner of canvases by Mattlsse and Picassoand others even more advanced than
I hey. Tt. Is possible (his shows that his
taste in art Is still rather Japanesque.


